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Education 

• 1990. University of Oregon. Ph.D. in Linguistics. 

• 1986. University of Oregon. MA in Linguistics.  

• 1984. University of Oregon. BA in Linguistics. 

 

Academic Positions 

• 2006-present. Professor, Dept. of Linguistics, University of California, Santa Barbara. 

• 2005-present. Associate Dean, Division of Humanities and Fine Arts, University of 

California, Santa Barbara. 

• 2005-present. Adjunct Professor. Research Centre for Linguistic Typology. La Trobe 

University, Melbourne, Australia. (3-year term, renewable.) 

• 1999-2005. Chair, Dept. of Linguistics, University of California, Santa Barbara. 

• 1997-2006. Associate Professor, University of California, Santa Barbara. 

• 2001. Lecturer, Linguistic Society of America Summer Linguistics Institute. 

• 1990-1997. Assistant Professor, University of California, Santa Barbara. 

• 1990, Winter term. Lecturer. University of California, Santa Barbara. 

• 1989, Fall term. Instructor. University of Oregon, Eugene. 

• 1988-1989. Research Associate. Tribhuvan University, Ka.thmandu, Nepal. 

 

Fellowships and Grants 

• Documenting Endangered Languages Grant. National Science Foundation/National 

Endowment for the Humanities, Conference grant for Institute on Field Linguistics 

and Language Documentation. 2007-2008. 

• UCSB Instructional Improvement Grant. 2005-2008.  

• Centre for Linguistic Typology, La Trobe University, Fellowship. 2004. 

• Centre for Linguistic Typology, La Trobe University, Fellowship. 2002. 

• National Science Foundation, Research grant. 1998-2000.  

• Wenner-Gren Foundation, Conference grant. 1997. 

• Interdisciplinary Humanities Center, Conference grant. 1997.  

• UC President's Research Fellowship in the Humanities.  1996-1997. 

• Faculty Career Development Award. 1992--1993. 

• Regent's Humanities Faculty Fellowship.  Summer 1991. 

• Academic Senate Grants, Committee on Research. 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 

1996, 2002, 2003, 2007. 

• Interdisciplinary Humanities Center Fellowship. November 1990. 

• Jacob Javitts Fellowship, 1986-1990. 
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Honors and Awards 

• Three felicitation ceremonies and presentation of letters of appreciation: Lizaa Newar 

Poetry Forum, Dolakha Guthi, and Dolakha Bhasa Committee, February 2004. 

 

Professional Organizations 

• Linguistic Society of America 

• Nepal Studies Association 

• Society for the Study of the Indigenous Languages of the Americas 

• Linguistic Society of Nepal 

 

Field Work 

• Phonetic exploration of Nones. Val di Non, Italy. 1 week. 

• Preliminary exploration of Nones. Val di Non, Italy. 3 weeks. 

• Grammar of Dolakha and Tauthali Newar. Kathmandu, Nepal. 1 month. 

• Dolakha Newari Grammar, Kathmandu and Dolakha, Nepal.  4 months. 

• Dolakha and Kathmandu Newari Grammar, Kathmandu and Dolakha, Nepal. 8 

months. 

• Dolakha Newari and Sunwari, Kathmandu, Nepal. 3 months. 

• Warm Springs Sahaptin, Warm Springs, Oregon. Intermittent over 2 year period. 

 

Publications 

 

Books 

 

2007. A Reference Grammar of Dolakha Newar. (Mouton Grammar Library 40.) Berlin: 

Mouton de Gruyter.  

 

2007. Santa Barbara Papers in Linguistics, Vol. 17: Proceedings from the Workshop on 

Sinhala Linguistics (Co-Author Robert Englebretson). Department of Linguistics, 

University of California, Santa Barbara. 

 

2004. Editor. Tibeto-Burman Languages of Nepal: Manange and Sherpa. Canberra: Pacific 

Linguistics. 

 

1994a. A Descriptive and Historical Account of the Dolakha Newari Dialect (Monumenta 

Serindica). Tokyo: Institute for the Study of Languages and Cultures of Asia and 

Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. 

 

1994b. Santa Barbara Papers in Linguistics, Vol. 6: Aspects of Nepali Grammar. Editor.  

Santa Barbara: Dept. of Linguistics, University of California, Santa Barbara.  

 

Articles in Refereed Journals and Edited Volumes 

 

2006. Complementation in Dolakha Newar. Dixon, R.M.W. and Alexandra Aikhenvald (eds.) 

Complementation and Complementation Strategies: A cross-linguistic typology. 

(Explorations in linguistic typology 3.) Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
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2005.  “The participial construction in Dolakha Newar: Syntactic implications of an Asian 

converb.” Studies in Language 29.1: 35-87. 

 

2004a.  "An analysis of syntax/prosody interactions in a Dolakha Newar rendition of The 

Mahābhārata ".  Co-author Keith Slater.  Himalayan Linguistics 3. 1-91. 

 

2004b. “The two adjective classes in Manange.” Co-Author Kristine Hildebrandt. Dixon, R. 

M. W. and Alexandra Aikhenvald (eds.) Adjective Classes: A cross-linguistic 

typology. (Explorations in linguistic typology 1.) Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

74-96. 

 

2003a. “Some case studies on linguistic variation and their implications.” David Bradley et al 

(eds.) Language Variation: Papers on variation and change in the Sinosphere and the 

Indosphere in honor of James A. Matisoff. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 53-64. 

 

2003b. “Dolakha Newar”. Graham Thurgood and Randy LaPolla (eds.) Sino-Tibetan 

Languages. Curzon Press. 355-370. 

 

2003c. "Beyond Preferred Argument Structure: Sentences, pronouns and given referents in 

Nepali.” Co-author Laura Crain.  Du Bois, Kumpf and Ashby (eds) Preferred 

Argument Structure: Grammar as Architecture for Function.  Philadelphia: John 

Benjamins. 

 

1999.  "Variation in agreement in the Nepali finite verb". [Invited reprint of 1993b] W. 

Glover and Y. Yadava Topics in Nepalese Linguistics. 

 

1997.  "Object relations and dative case in Dolakha Newari". Studies in Language 21.1. 33-

62. 

 

1994.  "Introduction (with a sketch of Nepali grammar)".  In Genetti (ed.) 1994, 1-41. 

 

1993.  "On the morphological status of casemarkers in Dolakha Newari". Linguistics of the 

Tibeto-Burman Area 16.1, 57-73. 

 

1993.  "Variation in agreement in the Nepali finite verb". South Asian Language Review 3.2, 

90-104. 

 

1992.  "Semantic and grammatical categories of relative clause morphology in the languages 

of Nepal".  Studies in Language 16.2, 405-427.  

 

1992.  "Segmental alternations in the Sunwari verb stem: A case for the feature [front]". 

Linguistics 30, 319-358. 

 

1992.  Review of Typology and Universals by William Croft. Journal of Linguistic 

Anthropology, 2.2. 249-250. 

 

1991.  "From postposition to subordinator in Newari". Approaches to Grammaticalization, 

ed. by Elizabeth Traugott and Bernd Heine. Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 227-255. 
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1988a. "A contrastive study of the Dolakhali and Kathmandu Newari dialects". Cahiers de 

Linguistique Asie Orientale, 27.2, 161-191.  

 

1988b. "A syntactic correlate of topicality in Newari narrative". Clause combining in 

grammar and discourse, ed. by Sandra A. Thompson and John Haiman. Philadelphia: 

John Benjamins, 29-48. 

 

1988c. "Notes on the structure of the Sunwari transitive verb". Linguistics of the Tibeto-

Burman Area, 11.2. 62-92. 

 

1988d. Co-authors S. DeLancey and N. Rude.  "Some Sahaptian-Klamath-Tsimshianic lexical 

sets". In honor of Mary Haas, ed. by William Shipley.  Mouton de Gruyter: Berlin, 

195-224. 

 

1986a. "The grammaticalization of the Newari verb tol-". Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman 

area, 9.2, 53-70. 

 

Articles in Conference Proceedings 

 

In press. “Syntax and prosody: Interacting coding systems in Dolakha Newar.” Proceedings 

of the Thirteenth Annual Meeting of the Southeast Asian Linguistics Society, Iwasaki, 

Shoichi (ed.). Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

 

2003. “Syntax, Prosody, and Typology: Evidence from prosodic embedding in Dolakha 

Newar.” Mettouchi, Amina, and Gaëlle Ferré (eds) Proceedings of IP2003, Interfaces 

Prosodiques/Prosodic Interfaces. Nantes: Acoustique, Acquisition, Interpretation. 

111-116. 

 

1994. "On the status of glides in Dolakha Newari".  Current Issues in Sino-Tibetan 

Linguistics, ed. by Hajime Kitamura, Tatsuo Nishida and Yasuhiko Nagano.  Osaka, 

Japan: Organizing Committee for the 26th International Conference on Sino-Tibetan 

Languages and Linguistics, 759-766. 

 

1986a. "The grammatical development of postpositions to subordinators in Bodic languages". 

Proceedings of the twelfth annual meeting of the Berkeley Linguistics Society, 387-

400. Berkeley: Berkeley Linguistics Society. 

 

1986. "Juncture, nexus, operators and the Newari non-final construction".  Proceedings of the 

second annual meeting of the Pacific Linguistics Conference. Eugene: University of 

Oregon Department of Linguistics. 

 

Thesis and Dissertation 

 

1990.  A Descriptive and Historical Account of the Dolakha Newari 

  Dialect. Ph.D. dissertation, University of Oregon. 

 

1986b. "The syntax of the Newari non-final construction".  MA thesis. University of Oregon. 
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Teaching 

 

Undergraduate Courses 

• Language Documentation (spring 08) 

• Introduction to Linguistics 

• Introduction to Phonetics 

• Introduction to Phonology 

• Advanced Phonology 

• Languages of the World 

• Field Methods 

 

Graduate Courses 

• Seminar on Clause-Chaining and Related Structures (fall-winter 08) 

• Language Documentation (spring 08) 

• Advanced Phonology 

• Seminar on Phonological Theory in the 20
th

 Century 

• Advanced Syntax 

• Syntax Beyond the Clause 

• Typology and Universals 

• Seminar on Tibeto-Burman Languages 

• Seminar on Nepalese Linguistics 

• Field Methods 

 

Doctoral Dissertations Chaired  

• Keith Slater (Co-Chair) Summer Institute of Linguistics  

• Nicholas Kibre (Co-Chair) Speech technology industry  

• Kristine Hildebrandt  University of Manchester 

• Kathy Sands (Co-Chair) Summer Institute of Linguistics  

• Ellen Bartee   Summer Institute of Linguistics 

• Nancy Caplow (Co-Chair) Current 

• You-Jing Lin   Current 

• Rebekks Siemens  Current 

 

Doctoral Committees (member) 

• Robert Englebretson  Rice University 

• Nilson Gabas, Jr.  Museo Paraense Emilio Goeldi 

• Simon Corston  Microsoft  

• Ken Field   Speech technology industry 

• Salome Guttierez  Current 

• Carlos Nash   Current 

• Nobu Takara   Current 

• Dörte Borchers, University of Leiden (External Examiner) 
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Maters Theses and Committees 

• Suzanne Wash   Chaired 

• Ken Hugoniot   Chaired 

• Kathy Sands   Chaired 

• Diane Hintz   Member 

• Kirk Miller   Member 

• Nicholas Kibre  Member 

• Joy Kiester   Member (current) 

• Nobu Takara   Member 

• Mary Jo O’Rourke, La Trobe University, Examiner 

 

Professional Activities 
 

Journal Editor 

• Himalayan Linguistics (founding co-editor) 

 

Editorial Board 

• Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman Area 

• Language Documentation and Conservation 

 

Referee Activity  

• Cambridge University Press (book manuscripts) 

• National Science Foundation (grant proposals) 

• Getty Center for the History of Arts and Humanities (grant proposals) 

• Studies in Language, Language, Journal of Linguistics, Language, Studies in the 

Linguistic Sciences, Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman Area (articles) 

• Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research (partial) 

 

Conferences Organized 

• Institute on Field Linguistics and Language Documentation. 2008 

• Languages and Genes (with Bernard Comrie). 2006. 

• Workshop on Sinhala Linguistics. 2005. 

• Workshop on Tibeto-Burman Languages. 2001.  

• Workshop on Himalayan Languages. 1999. 

• 3
rd

 International Himalayan Languages Symposium. 1997. 
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Invited Lectures and Conference Papers 

 

2007. Syntactic aspects of nominalization in five Himalayan Tibeto-Burman languages. 

Invited seminar. Research Centre for Linguistic Typology.  

 

2007. Word-class-changing derivations in Dolakha Newar. Invited presentation. Local 

Workshop on Word-Class-Changing Derivations. Research Centre for Linguistic 

Typology. 

 

2007. From syntax to derivation: nominalization in the Himalayas. Invited presentation. 

Nouns Cross-Linguistically. University of Molise, Campobasso, Italy. 

 

2007. Between syntax and derivation: Nominalization in the Himalayas. Invited colloquium. 

University of California, Santa Barbara. 

 

2005.  Components of a summer institute in field linguistics. Conference on Language 

Documentation: Theory, Practice, and Values. Harvard University. 

 

2004.  Phonetic, phonological, and functional categories of intonation in Dolakha Newar. 

Invited colloquium. Rice University, Department of Linguistics. 

 

2004.  Phonetic, phonological, and functional categories of intonation in Dolakha Newar. 

Invited colloquium. UC Santa Barbara, Department of Linguistics. 

 

2004. Complementation in Dolakha Newar. Invited lecture. International Workshop on 

Complementation, La Trobe University. 

 

2004.  Intonation in Dolakha Newar. Invited lecture. Research Centre for Linguistic 

Typology Symposium.  

 

2004.   Comparative Constructions in Dolakha Newar. Invited lecture. Workshop on 

Comparative Constructions. Research Centre for Linguistic Typology. 

 

2004.  Newar within a Tibeto-Burman perspective: Kathmandu, Dolakha, and Tauthali 

dialects. Invited lecture. Central Department of Nepal Bhasa (Newar Language), 

Tribhuvan University. Patan, Nepal. 

 

2004.  Adjective classes in Manange. Invited lecture. Central Department of Linguistics. 

Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur, Nepal. 

 

2004.  Some reflections on the Newar language and various aspects of diversity. Invited 

lecture. Liza:, Newar Poetry Forum. Patan, Nepal. 

 

2003. Syntax and prosody: Interacting coding systems in Dolakha Newar. Keynote address: 

13
th

 Annual Meeting of the Southeast Asian Linguistics Society. University of 

California at Los Angeles. 

 

2003.  Syntax, prosody, and typology: Evidence from syntactic embedding in Dolakha 
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Newar. Interfaces Prosodiques 2003. Conference paper. University of Nantes, France. 

 

2002.  Notes on the history of adjectival verbs in Newar. Conference paper. 36
th

 Annual 

Meeting of the International Conference on Sino-Tibetan Languages and Linguistics. 

Arizona State University. 

 

2002.  The Dolakha Newar participial construction: Formal and functional properties of an 

Asian converb. Invited talk. Research Centre for Linguistic Typology, La Trobe 

University. 

 

2002.  Copular and verbless clauses in Dolakha Newar. Invited talk. Research Centre for 

Linguistic Typology, La Trobe University. 

 

2002.  Adjective classes in Manange (with Kristine Hildebrandt). Invited conference paper. 

International Workshop on Adjective Classes, La Trobe University. 

 

2002.  The Dolakha Newar participial construction: Formal and functional properties of an 

Asian converb. Colloquium. University of Melbourne Department of Linguistics. 

 

2002.  An Analysis of Syntax/Prosody Interactions in a Dolakhā Newār rendition of the 

Mahābhāra�a. Invited talk. Department of Linguistics, La Trobe University.  

 

2002.  Adjective classes in Manange. Colloquium. UCSB Department of Linguistics. 

 

2000. Kathmandu Newar nominalizers: From Southeast Asian to South Asian structures. 

Workshop on Himalayan Noun Phrases: Exploring a Transitional Linguistic Area. 6
th

 

Himalayan Languages Symposium. University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 

 

2000. Inflectional Tense Categories in Dolakha Newar. 6
th

 Himalayan Languages 

Symposium. University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 

 

2000. Beyond the clause: Grammar and intonation as interactional tools in narrative. 

Workshop on Grammar, Discourse and Interaction. Invited lecture. Conference on 

Conceptual Structure, Discourse and Language. UC Santa Barbara.  

 

1999.  The participial construction in Dolakha Newar: Syntactic implications of case 

prolepsis. UC Santa Barbara, Dept. of Linguistics Colloquium. 

 

1999.  The Dolakha Newar Participial Revisited. 32
nd

 International Conference on Sino-

Tibetan Languages and Linguistics. University of Illinois, Urbana-Champagne. 

 

1999.  The Dolakha Newar participial construction. Himalayan Languages Workshop, 

UCSB. 

 

1996.   Concatenated verbs and clause boundaries in DolakhΩe NepΩl BhΩsΩ.  29
th

 

International Conference on Sino-Tibetan Languages and Linguistics. Leiden, The 

Netherlands. 
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1996.   The functions of the Nepali -I-dinu construction.  2
nd

 International Himalayan 

Languages Symposium. Leiden, The Netherlands. 

 

1996.  Prosodic and syntactic categories in DolakhΩe NepΩl BhΩsΩ. UC Santa Barbara, Dept.  

           of Linguistics. 

 

1993. Split-Objectivity in Dolakha Newari. Annual Meeting of the Linguistic Society of 

America. Los Angeles, California. 

 

1993.   On the status of glides in Dolakha Newari.  26th International Conference on Sino-

Tibetan Languages and Linguistics.  Osaka, Japan. 

 

1992. Gender and number agreement in Nepali discourse.  South Asian Language Analysis 

Roundtable. Stanford, California. 

 

1992. Object relations and dative case in Dolakha Newari. 25th International Conference on 

Sino-Tibetan Languages and Linguistics. Berkeley, California. 

 

1991.  Semantic and grammatical categories of relative clause morphology in the languages 

of Nepal.  23rd International Conference on Sino-Tibetan Languages and Linguistics. 

Arlington, Texas. 

 

1990.  On the diachronic relationship of postpositions and subordinators in Newari.  

Department of Linguistics, University of Pittsburgh. 

 

1989.  Imperatives, Optatives and Prohibitives in Newari.  21st International Conference on 

Sino-Tibetan Languages and Linguistics.  Honolulu, Hawaii. 

 

1989.  From postposition to subordinator in Newari. Symposium on Grammaticalization, 

University of Oregon, Eugene. 

 

1989. Segmental Alternations in the Sunwari Verb Stem. Annual Meeting of the Linguistic 

Society of America. Washington, D.C. 

 

1988.  The morphology of the Sunwari transitive verb.  Sino-Tibetan Etymological 

Dictionary and Thesaurus Project, University of California, Berkeley. 

 

1988.  On the relationship of postpositions and subordinators in Newari.  Sino-Tibetan 

Etymological Dictionary and Thesaurus Project, University of California, Berkeley. 

 

1987. A contrastive study of the Kathmandu and Dolakhali Newari dialects. 20th Annual 

Meeting of the International Conference on Sino-Tibetan Languages and Linguistics. 

Vancouver, British Columbia. 

 

1986. A syntactic correlate of topicality in Newari narrative. Clause-combining Symposia. 

 Albany, New York. 

 

1986. The grammatical development of postpositions to subordinators in Bodic languages. 
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 12th Annual Meeting of the Berkeley Linguistic Society. Berkeley, California. 

 

1986. Juncture, nexus, operators and the Newari non-final construction. 2nd Annual 

Meeting of the Pacific Linguistics Conference. Eugene, Oregon. 

 

1986. Scope of negation in the Newari clause-chaining construction. 19th Annual Meeting 

of the International Conference on Sino-Tibetan Languages and Linguistics.  

Columbus, Ohio. 

 


