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We're all lovely, ethical people

... but 1t’s easy to mis-step.

we can’t see everything coming -

expect ethical dilemmas




Who are we responsible to?

the research participants?
the community?

our academic field?

the public?




What’s our responsibility to the people who
participate in our research?

— protection from harm?

— complete honesty?

— making good use of what they give us?
— benefit?

— credit?

— co-authorship?




What are we trying to do?

get spontaneous speech from a wide variety
of speakers 1n all kinds of situations.

learn all kinds of personal stuff about the
speakers.

analyze our linguistic data in light of this
stuff.

publish it.




* How can we do this without betraying the
speakers’?




Four principles

Consent
— do people know who you are and what you’re doing?
— 1s 1t easy for them to choose not to participate?
— do people know what they’re signing up for?
Privacy
— are you respecting people’s desire for privacy?
— are you putting people at psychological, social, physical or
political risk?
Respect

— are you treating people with respect both in the field and in
the presentation of your research?

Justice
— who’s bearing the burden, who’s getting the benefits?
— what kinds of public discourses 1s your research feeding into?




at the same time ...

where does care end and paternalism begin?

when are you (or the IRB) making other
people’s decisions?




Examples trom research with kids

e a particularly at-risk group in research.

* Bottom line questions:

— how old do you have to be to be able to give
informed consent?

— who are you protecting - kids or their parents’
right to control?




negotiating ground rules

) )




A few ethical choice moments

a girl tells you she had unprotected sex.

a boy tells you he’s going to run away from
home.

a girl makes a racist remark 1n a group.

a teacher asks you if you saw an incident
that some kid reported to her.




You as arisk

you’re taken for a social worker.

you provide a venue for people to say indiscrete
things.
you become a commodity.

people come to depend on you, and you leave.




Who are you
seeing/noticing/talking to?

Are you reproducing
— hierarchy
— 1nvisibility
— stigma

— exclusion




Ethics in reporting results

what do you really need to write/say?

do your participants know where and how you’re
going to play/show/write about the data?

engaging your audience vs. exoticizing your
participants.

do you have the chance to benefit your
participants with your writing?




the consent “process”




Be a human subjects activist!

e Push back on the IRB

— Know the federal regulations

e Volunteer for the IRB

— and once on, push.




A few resources
AAA Ethics Site:

http://www.aaanet.org/committees/ethics/ethics.htm

Office for Human Research Protections (US
Dept. of Health and Human Services):
http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/

The Belmont Report:

http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/humansubjects/guidance/
belmont.htm




